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sacred honor, and whose "firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence," have ever guided and inspired Americans and all who 
would fan freedom's mighty flames and live in "freedom's holy light." 
That lesson is clear—that in the winning of freedom and in the living of 
life, the first step is prayer. 

Let us join together, Americans all, throughout our land. Let us join to­
gether, in factories and farms, in homes and offices, in places of gov­
ernance and places of worship, and in outposts everywhere that serv­
ice men and women defend us. Let us, young and old, join together, as 
did the First Continental Congress, in the first step—humble, heartfelt 
prayer. Let us do so for the love of God and His great goodness, in 
search of His guidance and the grace of repentance, in seeking His 
blessings. His peace, and the resting of His kind and holy hands on 
ourselves, our Nation, our friends in the defense of freedom, and all 
mankind, now and always. 

By joint resolution of the Congress approved April 17, 1952, the recogni­
tion of a particular day set aside each year as a National Day of Prayer 
has become a beloved national tradition. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 5, 1988, as a National Day 
of Prayer. I call upon the citizens of our great Nation to gather together 
on that day in homes and places of worship to pray, each after his or 
her own manner, for unity in the hearts of all mankind. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5768 of February 4,1988 

National Tourism Week, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Every year, millions of Americans and visitors from abroad travel 
throughout our country to see for themselves the beauty of our land, 
the hospitahty of our people, and the record of our history. They dis­
cover the glory and story of America, the evidence and the experience 
of all the hard-won freedom, justice, and opportunity we and our an­
cestors have cherished and preserved. National Tourism Week fittingly 
celebrates tourists, travelers, and those who earn their livelihood by 
serving them. 

Travel and tourism offer countless benefits for Americans and for our 
guests from other lands, including domestic friendship and internation­
al goodwill, enhanced communication and cooperation, and the chance 
to view and visit natural wonders of limitless variety, city and country­
side, and outstanding cultural events. Our comprehensive services and 
accommodations make U.S. travel and tourism the first choice of world 
travelers and the world's best buy for the travel dollar. ; ., 
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The travel and tourism industry, once small, is now our third-largest 
retail trade and second-largest employer. The travel industry directly or 
indirectly supports nearly seven million jobs and generates some $292 
billion in receipts, or 6.4 percent of our gross national product. Interna­
tionally, tourism now is the largest business export among America's 
service industries; it contributes more than $19 billion annually to our 
balance of trade. 

National Tourism Week reminds us not only of the economic, educa­
tional, and recreational benefits of travel and tourism but also of the 
warm and wide welcome that Americans traditionally and gladly offer 
to neighbors from near and far. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-214, has designated the week begin­
ning the third Sunday in May 1988 as "National Tourism Week" and 
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in 
observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning May 15, 
1988, as National Tourism Week. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day 
of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5769 of February 4,1988 

National Women in Sports Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The many achievements of American women in sports at home and 
abroad are sources of pride and inspiration for all of us. Whether on 
high school playing fields across our land or in Olympic arenas, female 
athletes time and again display qualities Americans cherish—not only 
great ability but also greatness in spirit, courage, and skill. 

Reflection on this record of accomplishment reminds us of the many 
benefits of women's and girls' sports and of the importance of physical 
fitness for people of all ages and abilities. True physical fitness helps 
us do our best in life, as well as in sports and physical activities at any 
level. Women's sports and fitness activities also help develop leader­
ship skills that can carry over into many other areas. Opportunities for 
female athletes of every background can truly touch the lives of many 
people for the better and enrich our country. The same is true for great­
er attention in schools and communities to physical fitness for girls; fit­
ness research; and private, volunteer, and public sports programs. 

In recognition of the contributions of women's sports to our country, 
and of the need for continuing advances in these sports, the Congress, 
by Senate Joint Resolution 196, has designated February 4, 1988, as 
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